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Dear Sir: 



AMENDMENT AFTER ALLOWANCE UNDER 37 CFR 1.312 
Receipt of the Notice of Allowability and the Notice of Allowance and Issue 
Fee Due mailed December 2, 1999, in the above-identified application is hereby 
acknowledged. Review of the application has revealed the need for further amendment to 
certain of the dependent claims. Therefore, please amend claims 138, 142, 143 and 144 as 
follows: 

Claim 138,0ihe4: 

After "(jefhpound" (second occurrence), please insert —contains- 
Claim \A2j 

After ^ki a range", please delete "of ranges. 
Claim 14Xline 4: 

After "least one of said", please insert —first—. 
Claim 144, litfe'li 

After "thickness of said", please insert —layer of said—; 
line 2: 

After "2ft least a portion of said", please insert —first— 



